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Willow Brook Farm
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Willow Brook Farm is located along the west side of Maryland Route 66
about 3 miles north of Boonsboro in Washington County, Maryland. The
house is one of two dwellings on the property and is situated about
.3 mile west of Route 66 near the Little Beaver Creek. It faces east.

The structure is a two-story, three-bay dwelling of logs encased
with bricks. It is built into a bank so that an exposed basement story
is present at the front. A one-story three-bay frame el extends to
the rear.

The foundations are of uncoursed local fieldstone. The brick wall
covering shows all stretcher bond with a row of headers over the attic
windows.

Windows appear rather evenly spaced at the main story of the house.
Most openings contain modern single-pane sashes. Narrow framing with
a beaded edge lines the opening. Full size windows are present in
the front wall at the basement level. Small windows, most without
sashes are present at the upper half story.

The main entrance appears to have been located in the north bay of
the east gable end of the house. Under a heavy wooden lintel, the
opening contains a broad transom and side panels. A less elaborate
entrance is located in the front elevation. Both doors show evidence
of having had porches.

The roof is covered with sheet metal and extends for several inches
beyond the end walls of the house. A gabled dormer projects from the
front slope of the roof. Other dormers are present in the roof of
the el. Brick chimneys rise from inside each gable end. The house
is in deteriorated condition but renovation work is in progress.

A short distance east of the house is a large bank barn set on stone
foundations. Immediately east of this building complex are the main
buildings for Willow Brook farm which are consideration in form
WA-II-065. The property contains 131.18 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this house is its architecture.
Originally constructed of log, it is an example of a major archi-
tectural group in Western.Maryland and the Cumberland Valley.

Many log structures were built in Washington County from the
earliest days of settlement to well into the 19th century. A
number of these buildings continue in use today although many
are disguised by various forms of siding or bricks.

These structures are worthy of note as representatives of
Washington County's log building tradition.
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131.18 acres
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